Study Time #27



Summary
3:1-13

1. Paul starts out desiring to state his prayer for his fellow Ephesians but gets a little sidetracked in trying to explain 2 things: the mystery and the gospel.

2. He defines the mystery as: the Gentiles are now able to partake in salvation through Christ.

3. The mystery has just now been revealed according to the perfect and eternal purpose of God.

4. Paul states that he is now a “minister” of the gospel only by God.

5. By the preaching of the gospel, the mystery of God would be made known. 

6. The purpose is that God’s infinite wisdom be revealed not just on earth also heaven.

3:14-21

1. Paul picks up his prayer again in verse 14.

2. He prays specifically for 3 things: strength, to know the love of Christ, and to be filled with all the fullness of God.

3. He ends in v. 20-21 by boasting in the confidence of the Ephesians by bragging about God’s ability to do and know anything.  He closes by praising God; asking for His glory to be spread among the church and in Christ Jesus forever.

Chapter 3 nestles well in- between ch. 2 and ch. 4 because in ch. 2 Paul is leading his readers up to begging for the definition of the mystery.  Chapter 3 explains that.  The gospel, or “good news” was defined in 2:14-16 and now expands in chapter 3.  Having defined those terms and fully explaining their meaning and significance, he can move onto chapter 4, speaking to the Ephesians about how now to live in unity; now that they have the knowledge of being brought together Jew and Gentile.

Application
Think about this:  You Heritage girls try to mix in with a group of girls from a school in the inner-city of Cleveland. (Pretend as if you are the Jews and they are the Gentiles.)  They are believers, too, but all new ones and they have many different ideas about who God is.  Imagine if Pastor Wright brought you girls together, in one room, and told you that you both were believers and that you were to be unified.  What problem might that cause?  What stereotypes might you guys have of each other that could cause tension?  What would help build unity between both groups?
